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BARBOUR INDUSTRIAL ACTION LEADS TO IMPROVED OFFER

Unite members at Barbour took part in industrial action in the run up to Christmas and in the New Year.  The 
action, prompted by Barbour’s forced changes to workers’ contracts, involved a six day strike before Christmas 
and then, from 5 January, a four week strike was called.  

The solidarity of the Unite members taking action at Barbour resulted in the company agreeing to 
talks at Acas.  On Tuesday 13 January, it was announced that members would be returning to work 
following acceptance of a deal which will see workers receive a substantial increase in pay and day 
shift working for those with family and caring responsibilities.  

Originally, J Barbour & Son Ltd had given warehouse workers a ‘sign or be sacked’ ultimatum over 
the changes which included the removal of the unsocial hours payment and the introduction of a 
requirement to work until 11.00pm.  

Fazia Hussain-Brown, Unite regional officer, said “A majority of members have accepted this 
improved offer which sees increases in pay and day shift working for those with family and caring 
responsibilities.”

“This hard won outcome would not have been possible without the resolve of the workers who 
faced being sacked if they didn’t sign up to inferior contracts”.  
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ESCALATION OF ACTION IN THE NHS

Unite members working in the NHS will take part in strike action on 29 January and 25 February 2015.  On 29 
January members will walk out for 12 hours and on 25 February for 24 hours.  The escalation in stike action is 
matched by an escalation in action short of a strike, with members working to rule and taking their full breaks.

You can read more about the escalation in the ongoing pay dispute on the Unite website -             
http://www.unitetheunion.org/news/unite-vows-to-step-up-fight-over-nhs-pay-in-new-year/
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